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Linear programs are the backbone of computation and theory in mathematical optimization. Today, after

sixty years of use and despite remarkable progress with competing interior point methods, the simplex

method is still widely used and remains important in linear programming. However, we still do not have a

complete understanding of the performance of the simplex method, in particular the number of pivots

needed to go from a starting vertex to an optimal vertex. The past five years have seen new approaches

to the problem including the smoothed analysis of the simplex method, analogies with interior point

methods, explicit constructions and the systematic search for counterexamples through computational

tools, and the investigation of combinatorial-topological abstractions of polyhedra.

This workshop is devoted to the simplex method and the Hirsch conjecture, bringing together

researchers with various contemporary approaches.
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