
Gender Inequality in Wikipedia 
 
Data 
• Three external reference lists of notable people: 

Freebase [1], Human Accomplishment [2]  and  
    Pantheon [3] 
• The DBpedia 2014 dataset. 
• Inferred gender for Wikipedia biographies by [4] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Methods 
• Coverage and Visibility Bias: Who is covered by 

Wikipedia? Which articles make it to the front page? 
• Topical and Linguistic Bias: Differences in the word 

usage in articles about men and women? Linguistic 
Intergroup Bias theory [5] suggests that we generalize 
positive aspects of people in our ingroup and negative 
aspects of people in our outgroup. 

• Structural  and Metadata Bias: Differences in the 
metadata, link structure and network position of articles 
about men and women. 

 
Coverage Bias 
Differences between the number of notable women and 
men portrayed on Wikipedia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are women who are covered on Wikipedia more 
notable than men?  
 
• Neg. Binomial Regression: Number of language editions 

(DV) 
• Being female has a sign. positive effect (IRR=1.13) also 

if we control profession and birth decade. Women are on 
average covered by 13% more language editions. 
 

• Neg. Binomial Regression:  number of regions and 
number of months with search volume above the Google 
trend threshold 

 

a) Freebase b) HA c) Pantheon 

Structural Bias 
 
. 
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Topical and Linguistic Bias 
Inequalities in the word usage of articles about notable men and women.  
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